Teen Court Volunteer
Requirements
Teen Court Volunteers must:
99
Be age 13 - 17
99

Be in satisfactory academic standing

99

Demonstrate maturity and sensitivity

99

Respect the Oath of Confidentiality

99
Meet the requirements of the Teen
Court Agreement

99
Teen Courts allow youth the
opportunity to act as defending and
prosecuting attorneys, clerks, bailiffs and
jurors who decide the sentence for an
offender who has admitted guilt for breaking
the law. Teen Court assigns responsibility
to student volunteers and relies on their
participation and judgment in handling
referrals from law enforcement officers,
school administrators and from the
Department of Juvenile Justice.

If a youth fails to complete
the sanctions, or commits a
new violation of the law while
participating in a diversion
program, the case will be
referred back to the court,
the Department of Juvenile
Justice and the Office of the
State Attorney for a decision on
prosecution in Juvenile Court.

Monroe County
Sheriff’s Office

Monroe County
Sheriff’s Office
Juvenile Diversion Offices:
Key West:
5503 College Road, Suite 208
Key West, FL 33040
(305)292-7128

Marathon/Plantation Key
50 Highpoint Road
Plantation Key, FL 33040
(305)853-7489

Monroe County Sheriff ’s Juvenile Programs Unit is sponsored by the
Florida Department of Juvenile Justice.

Juvenile
Diversion
Programs

Civil Citation Program
Who is eligible?
A juvenile who commits a criminal
misdemeanor offense, or violates a criminal
municipal ordinance is eligible for one time only
participation in the Civil Citation program.

How Does it Work?
After a youth receives a Civil Citation for
a misdemeanor offense from law enforcement,
the assigned case manager for the Civil Citation
program will contact the youth and parent or
guardian to set up an intake interview. At the
intake interview the rules and regulations of the
Civil Citation program are reviewed with the
parent or guardian and youth. The youth and
parent or guardian must agree to participate
in, and abide by, the rules of the Civil Citation
program.
After conducting an assessment, the case
manager will assign sanctions for the youth
and parent to participate in and complete.
Sanctions may include, but are not limited to,
performing community service hours, writing
letters of apology, abiding by a curfew, attending
school with no disciplinary referrals, writing an
essay or report, completing “Consequences of
Crime Workbooks”, and submitting to random
urinalysis.
In some cases, as result of the assessment
conducted by the case manager, a referral
may be made for a further substance abuse
and mental health evaluation. The youth and
parent or guardian must agree to follow any
recommendations that result from the additional
evaluation.

Teen Court

As part of the Civil Citation program, some
misdemeanor offenses may be appropriate for
handling through Teen Court. Teen Court is based
on the premise that youthful offenders will more
readily accept responsibility for their actions
when judged by their peers.
Should the assigned case manager feel
the youth in question would benefit from
participation in Teen Court, a Teen Court date
will be assigned to the youth. In those instances
the Teen Court Jury, after hearing the case in
front of the Teen Court Judge, will determine
the appropriate sanctions. The sanctions to
be completed by the youth are designed to be
constructive and rehabilitative.
Teen Court affords an important learning
experience for all participants on the workings
of our legal system. Juveniles who undergo
judgment by their peers will be assigned
subsequent jury duty as part of their required
sanctions.
The youth will a have period of 30 to 60
days to complete the assigned sanctions. During
that time the youth and parent will be provided
with the appropriate case management services
to meet their needs and to focus on the issues
that led to the criminal behavior. One goal of
the program is to provide insight into the cause
of the behavior, and to provide tools to modify
future behavior, in an effort to avoid future
recidivism.
Upon completion of the Civil Citation
program the youth will be awarded a certificate
of completion and the case is dropped with no
further requirements.

Intensive Delinquency
Diversion Services (IDDS)

At the discretion of the State Attorney
and after consultation with the Department of
Juvenile Justice (DJJ), the State Attorney’s Office
may allow the youth and family to participate in
the Intensive Delinquency Diversion Program,
thereby diverting the case out of the juvenile
court system.
Upon receiving the case, the assigned IDDS
case manager will contact the youth and parent or
guardian within seven calendar days, to conduct
a face-to-face meeting. All parties will review
and sign the participation agreement. If the parent
and youth fail to agree to participate the case
shall be return to the Clerk of the Court and State
Attorney for possible prosecution in Juvenile
Court.
Once the participation agreement has been
signed, the case manager will conduct a needs
assessment and, in conjunction with the youth
and family, establish a plan to address the needs
of the youth and avoid recidivism. The plan
may include, but is not limited to, community
work service assignments, drug testing, letters of
apology, mental health therapy, vocational and
academic counseling, anger management and,
in some instances, restitution. The youth and
parent will meet regularly with the case manager
to review youth’s compliance and to assess plan
goals and progress.
The IDDS program lasts no longer than
seven months. If the youth successfully
completes all requirements of the IDDS program
the case manager notifies the State Attorney. The
State Attorney, in turn, agrees to take no action in
the case against the youth.

