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Crime Prevention Programs

Citizen Crime Watch

Citizen’s Crime Watch (CCW) members form a network of concerned
citizens dedicated to crime prevention. They work in partnership with local law
enforcement, becoming additional eyes and ears for those agencies. When a
member of the network sees a suspicious person or vehicle, he or she should
call the Sheriff’s Office immediately.

Each CCW area operates a telephone chain through which members keep
one another informed of criminal activity (or possible criminal activity) within
their area.

Through this same telephone chain CCW members receive additional information from law
enforcement concerning persons or vehicles sought by authorities.
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How a Crime Watch is organized

The Neighborhood Chairperson is the head of the CCW organizational pyramid. His or her
responsibilities include the selection of Block Captains and maintenance of a file with their
names, addresses and telephone numbers. The Chairperson should also have names, addresses
and telephone numbers of everyone participating in the CCW and the order they are to be tele-
phoned in the event of an alert.

Block Captains are in charge of each block within the CCW area. Their responsibilities in-
clude maintaining a list of names, addresses and telephone numbers of other Block Captains as
well as a list of those Block Watchers in their block.

Block Watchers make up the bulk of the CCW membership. If you are not a Neighborhood
Chairperson or a Block Captain, you’re a Block Watcher! The primary responsibility of a Block
Watcher is to keep alert for suspicious activity and to maintain a telephone chain in its most ef-
fective fashion.

It should be emphasized that CCW is by no means a vigilante type organization. A citizen
should never attempt to apprehend a suspect. The confrontation of suspicious persons, or the ap-
prehension of criminals should be left to trained law enforcement personnel.

The Monroe County Sheriff’s Office has over 150 Citizen Crime Watches in the county and
has found them to be extremely helpful in stopping crime before it starts.

The Concept of Crime Watch is also used in several other areas:

v Business Crime Watch is for business owners and operators concerned with stopping
business related crime.

v Hotel/Motel Crime Watch is particularly aimed at the unique types of crimes perpetrated
on the Hotel/Motel industry.

v Mobile Crime Watch is comprised of members whose businesses operate on a daily basis
out on the streets and roadways of our county. Members of the Mobile Crime Watches are



trained to watch for criminal activity while they are out working in our communities. The
Monroe County Sheriff’s Office currently has 17 Mobile Crime Watches in the Keys.

For more information about Citizen Crime Watch, call Crime Watch Coordinator Deputy
Emil LaVache at 292-7116, or 1-800-273-COPS.

Business Crime Prevention

The Sheriff’s Office offers many crime prevention programs for businesses. Business own-
ers and managers are encouraged to call the Sheriff’s Office and take advantage of these pro-
grams in order to make their businesses as crime resistant as possible.

Business Crime Watch

The Business Crime Watch program was established as the extended eyes and ears of the
Sheriff’s Office, where business owners and operators are educated in crime prevention, and get
personally involved in reducing crime around their businesses.

Business Crime Watch consists of business owners or operators who care enough about
safety and crime prevention to get directly involved in the process themselves. Business Crime
Watch is concerned with the safety of employees, employers, customers and the business prop-
erty itself.

Business Crime Watches are made up of a group of businesses in a particular area, or a
group involved in a similar type of business, such as bar owners or liquor store owners or conve-
nience store owners. The group meets periodically to discuss problems they may be having
around their businesses, and solutions they may have come up with to combat those problems.
The meeting gives business owners a chance to interact with each other, and with law enforce-
ment, on a regular basis.

When a business owner or a group of owners is interested in starting a Business Crime
Watch, all they have to do is call the Sheriff’s Office. A Crime Prevention Officer will then meet
with the group to help them form a Business Crime Watch. At the initial meeting, two members
will be identified as a Primary and Alternate contacts. These contacts will be kept informed by
the Crime Prevention Officer of all major criminal activities which would effect their businesses.
The Primary contact will form a telephone chain of members in order to pass along that informa-
tion to all members of the group.

Business Crime Watches may request specific training for owners or employees in fields
such as robbery prevention and response, shoplifting, anti-counterfeiting programs, employee
theft or any other related topic. This training is provided free of charge by the Sheriff’s Office
Business Crime Prevention Coordinator. Business Crime Watch signs are also provided free to
be posted outside the business to let everyone know there is a Crime Watch group monitoring the
area.

Business Security Surveys
The Sheriffs Office offers all businesses a free Security Survey upon request. This survey

can be completed in about one hour by a Crime Prevention Officer, who will check over the pre-
mises and give specific suggestions for the improvement of security in and around the business.



During this survey an emergency contact sheet will be filled out so Officers responding to an
emergency will have a person to call after hours in an emergency.

Business Crime Watch is a proven crime deterrent that takes very little time and effort to
participate in. Call the Sheriff’s Office Community Relations Division now to set up a Business
Crime Watch in your area. The phone number is 292-7116 or 1-800-273-COPS.

Night Eyes Program

One of the programs offered by the Sheriff’s Office through the Business Crime Prevention
Coordinator is the Night Eyes Program. In this program, deputies who are on evening and night
shifts check local businesses for any safety problems or criminal activity after the business
closes. Deputies will check for open windows, unlocked doors, ladders leaning up against the
building or any other potential safety problem. After checking the business, the officer fills out a
“Night Eyes” card. The card includes the deputy’s name and badge number, the date the building
was checked, and anything he or she found that appeared out of the ordinary. This card is slipped
between the front door and door frame of the business so it will be found the next morning when
the business re-opens. Of course, if the safety problem is a serious one, every effort will be made
to contact a responsible party to correct it as soon as possible.

Convenience Store Security Inspections

The Monroe County Sheriff’s Office Crime Prevention Officer is certified by the State At-
torney General to conduct Security Inspections on all Convenience Stores in the state. With the
state-wide rise in Convenience Store robberies, these inspections are required by the state to help
prevent them from happening. Convenience Stores which are open during the hours of 11:00pm
and 5:00am are inspected in the following areas: Alarm Systems, Close Circuit Television, Cash
Management Policy, Employee Training, Adequate Lighting and Excessive Signage in the win-
dows. All inspections are documented. A copy of the inspection is given to the business and the
original is sent to the Attorney General’s office. Businesses who fail this inspection, will be
asked by the Attorney General’s Office to correct those problems spotted during the inspection.
Failure to do this could result in fines assessed to the business.

Employee Warrant Checks

Another service offered by the Sheriff’s Office is Employee Warrant Checks. A business
owner may check to see if current or potential employees are wanted on outstanding warrants by
filling out an Employee Warrant Check form. This form may be obtained by visiting one of the
Sheriff’s Office substations throughout the keys, the main administration office in Key West, or
by calling the Community Relations Division at 1-800-273-COPS. Once this form is filled out
and returned, the Sheriff’s Office will do a warrants check both locally and nationwide on the
person. If the person is wanted, a deputy will be dispatched to arrest that person. If a business
owner desires further information, he or she may obtain another form from the Florida Depart-
ment Of Law Enforcement requesting a Criminal Arrest History. For information on how to con-
tact the FDLE, call the Sheriff’s Office.

Crime Deterrent Training

The Monroe County Sheriff’s Crime Prevention Office also provides a number of types of
Crime Deterrent training free of charge, including Robbery Deterrent, Shoplifting, Counter-



feiting and Fraud. This training is available to all Monroe County businesses and banks as well
local residents. It is offered by request only. Anyone who wishes to sign up for this training can
contact the Sheriff’s Office Community Relation’s Division at 1-800-273-COPS.

Emergency Contact Information

Emergency Contact Forms are available to all businesses in the community. Business own-
ers may fill out a Contact form with the names, addresses and phone numbers of responsible per-
sons to contact in the event of an emergency at their business. These forms are available at any
Sheriff’s Office in the Florida Keys.

Alarm Control Unit

The Alarm Control Unit is a part of the Sheriff’s Office, and is included in the office of
Crime Prevention, which monitors all alarm calls in Monroe County. False alarm calls are the
number one call for service for the Sheriff’s Office and take a large number of law enforcement
man hours.

When an officer responds to a false alarm, it means he or she is not available to do routine
patrols, or answer other calls. This unit was established to keep track of alarms, identify those
that are chronically a problem, and to help correct those problems through the use of courtesy
notices left on the premises at each false alarm, and monetary fines after the limit of free re-
sponses is reached .

Monroe County regulates alarms through its False Alarm Ordinance. All businesses, banks
and residential homes which have an alarm installed are allowed a designated number of false
alarms per year. After this number has been met, a fine is charged for any additional false alarms
answered at that residence. When deciding upon an alarm system, make sure you have a person
professionally trained in alarms perform the installation. Make sure the alarm is a high quality
system - it is better to get a quality system that costs more at the beginning, than to pay a large
amount of money in false alarm fines every year.

If you would like to know more about the False Alarm Ordinance, or if you would like
someone to help you select a quality alarm system, call the Community Relations Division of the
Sheriff’s Office at 292-7116 or 1-800-273-COPS.

Project Midnight

Proj ect Midnight is a voluntary curfew program aimed at making our community a safer
place for juveniles. Parents and guardians who enroll juveniles in the program give Sheriff’s dep-
uties permission to return the juveniles home if they are contacted on the streets between the
hours of midnight and six a.m. A special computer database of juveniles in the program is avail-
able for deputies to check at any hour. Parents and guardians who want their juvenile children to
be a part of Project Midnight can simply go to any Sheriff’s substation to get an enrollment form
or call the Community Relations Division at 292-7116 or 1-800-273-COPS to get a form by
mail.

Project Midnight is a cooperative effort between parents and the Sheriff’s Office to help
keep our juveniles safe by keeping them off the streets during the most dangerous hours of the
night.



School Resource Officers and the DARE Program

The School Resource Officer program is a cooperative effort between the Monroe County
Sheriff’s Office and the Monroe County School Board designed to enhance safety and education
at Keys schools. Specially trained Sheriff’s deputies are permanently assigned to all middle and
high schools in unincorporated Monroe County. The School Resource Officers work closely with
the school’s principals and staff not only as law enforcement officers, but also as teachers on law
related topics, counselors and assistants in various safety programs on campus.

The School Resource Officers also teach Drug Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.) at
the fifth and seventh grade levels. DARE is a comprehensive drug and violence prevention edu-
cation program designed to help equip students with the skills needed to resist substance abuse,
violence and gangs.
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Crime Stoppers of the Florida Keys is a community based program designed to help law
enforcement solve crimes by rewarding anonymous tipsters who supply criminal information
with monetary rewards. Crime Stoppers can only work through the combined efforts of the com-
munity, the media and law enforcement. Crime Stoppers is actually a non-profit corporation run
by a civilian board of directors. The rewards are paid from donations raised by the board. Tax
money is not used. Crime Stoppers is a successful local, state, national and international pro-
gram.

How It Works

Crime Stoppers has a toll free phone number that is answered by members of the Sheriff’s
Office. Anyone who has information about a crime or a criminal can pass it on by using the 24
hour hot line. Tipsters may choose to remain anonymous. A code number is given to the tipster.
Names are never used. Any tips received on the hot line are passed on to the appropriate law en-
forcement agency for investigation. If the tip results in an arrest, the independent civilian board
of Crime Stoppers can give a reward of up to one thousand dollars.

The tipster picks up the reward at a local financial institution by using the code number. Use
of the number protects the anonymity of the tipster, which is essential to success of the program.

Crime Stoppers works! Internationally, over three billion dollars worth of stolen property
and seized narcotics has been recovered; over 500,000 felony cases have been solved. Locally,
tips have resulted in dozens of arrests and the recovery of tens of thousand dollars in stolen prop-
erty and seized drugs and cash.

How you can help

Since Crime Stoppers does not use tax money, donations are needed to fund the reward pro-
gram. A donation to Crime Stoppers is an investment in a safer community. Crime Stoppers gets
criminals off the streets. If you want to participate actively, Crime Stoppers always needs volun-
teers to serve as board members. For more information about donations, joining the board, or if
you have any questions, call the Sheriff’s Community Relations Division at 292-7116 or
1-800-273-COPS.

The Crime Stoppers hot line number is 1-800-346-TIPS
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911
Emergency

9 11 is an emergency response service provided by the Mon-
roe County Sheriff’s Office to assist the citizens of our county
with receiving law enforcement, fire, and ambulance assistance
during crisis times. Sheriff’s Office Communications Officers man special emergency phone
lines 24 hours a day so that the citizens of Monroe County may receive help as expeditiously as
possible.

At the same time, those Communications Officers also answer non- emergency calls on reg-
ular phone lines. Obviously, someone in a crisis situation will get assistance prior to someone
calling with a non-emergency situation.

When Should You call 9112

9 11 Emergency calls should be made only in cases such as a crime in progress, a fire, a
medical emergency, or a similar immediately threatening case. A possible 911 situation can in-
volve something you see - a burglar breaking in to a neighbors house, a fire, an automobile acci-
dent. It can also involve what you hear - a woman screaming or yelling “Don’t hit me again,”
gunfire, an explosion or glass breaking. Also, a suspected drunk driver is always a 911 call.
They’re potential killers not only of themselves, but of innocent bystanders as well.

Before you call, gather as many facts as you can under the circumstances and write them
down so you won’t forget them. Take a second look - a minute gathering more complete infor-
mation may be worth the delay. If you are describing a person, important points include the race
of the person, whether it is a male or a female, what the person is wearing, the color of his or her
hair and any other outstanding characteristics. With a car, a tag number is great, if you can get it,
and a report that the vehicle had a ladder on top or a dented left front fender is more useful than
simply describing it as a “white van”.

The job of the communications officer is to gather as much pertinent information relative to
the situation as possible and to keep you on the phone if at all possible. This action better pre-
pares deputies coming to your aid.

What to expect when you call 911

When you call 911 emergency lines, one of the first things you will be asked is “Is this an
emergency? This question is a necessary one because unfortunately, some people do call 911 for
non-emergencies. Communications Officers must often deal with 911 calls for directions,
weather conditions or traffic information. This misuse of 911 is unacceptable, and has the poten-
tial of delaying true emergency calls.

12



Once it is established that you do have an emergency situation, the communications officer
will ask you a series of questions in an effort to get enough information so he/she can send the
proper assistance to you as soon as possible. Try to answer the questions as calmly and clearly as
possible. Help will be sent to you right away, and the more cooperative you are over the phone,
the faster that help will arrive.

When you call 911, a special computerized system called the SALI System(Stand Alone Au-
tomatic Location Identification) will automatically tell the communications officer your address
and phone number. If you have any special medical conditions you can register that information
with the Sheriff’s Office. That information will then be included in the SALI system, and will
also be available to communications officers when you call.

The officer will continue to talk with you after help has been dispatched to you. The longer
he/she can keep you on the phone and the more information that can be relayed to the responding
deputy, ambulance or firefighter, the better and safer the situation is.

Communications officers in Monroe County are trained in Emergency Medical dispatching.
This means if you have a medical emergency, the communications Officer will be able to assist
you with initial treatment steps, such as performing CPR, the Heimlich Maneuver for choking
victims, or other common medical emergencies.

Misuse of the 911 Emergency system.

Unfortunately a substantial number of 911 calls received by MCSO communications offi-
cers are not of an emergency nature. Therefore, a few paragraphs concerning the proper use of
the 911 emergency number seems appropriate as well as informative.

If you are reporting a non-emergency situation such as a suspicious person, a previously sto-
len bike or a dog continually barking, 911 is not the proper number to call. The Sheriff’s Office
offers non-emergency phone numbers for the reporting of such calls. Your call will still be han-
dled appropriately, but this will allow true emergencies to be handled first.

Let me re-emphasize: 911 is for emergency calls only and is not equipped to answer ques-
tions, give directions, weather forecasts or road conditions. How would you like it if you had a
real emergency and someone else was tying up the Communications Officer asking where the
closest post office is?

For further information on the use of 911, call Crime Watch Coordinator Deputy Emil
LaVache at 292-7116 or 1-800-273-COPS.
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How to make your
home more secure

A family’s home should be a safe haven where the inhabit-
ants are protected from the outside world. Unfortunately, in to-
day’s world of drugs and drug related burglaries, this is not
always the case.

What are your possessions worth?

Do you know what your home and the property inside is worth? Most people don’t realize
how much they have accumulated and how much it would cost to replace those belongings. To
get an idea, sit down and make a list of the items in your home, and how much it would cost to
replace them with a new item if the old one was stolen. For instance, a television set that cost
$300.00 just a few years ago might cost $400-$500 to replace today.

Remember: Burglary can happen to you. There are many true stories of neighbors watching
while thieves in a moving van pull up and empty a home; or of an alarm going off in a home and
the suspects hiding behind bushes until the alarm is cleared.

Protect your valuables

A home can never be burglar proof, but you can make it more resistant to burglars by fol-
lowing four relatively easy steps:

v Keep a record of valuables by writing down serial numbers, and keeping photographs or
videos of them.

v Participate in operation identification by marking your valuables with an electric engraver,
or with an invisible ink marker. Both are available free of charge from the Community Re-
lations Division of the Sheriff’s Office.

v’ Participate in Citizen’s Crime Watch. If one hasn’t been started in your area, start one by
calling the Sheriff’s Office Crime Watch coordinator at 1-800-273-COPS. Get to know
people who live around you. Neighbors can be the best safeguards against burglary if you
keep in touch. Any suspicious activity should be reported to the Sheriff’s Office.

v Do a physical survey of your home. You can either do this survey yourself, using the sur-
vey form in this booklet, or someone from the Sheriff’s Office will come to your home and
do a survey free of charge. To schedule a survey appointment, call the Sheriff’s Office
Community Relations Division.
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Home Security

Here are a few things a homeowner or a renter can do to make his or her home a safer and
more burglar resistant place to live.

Doors and locks

Proper doors and locks are an important part of burglar proofing a home. The most common
door used in homes is the hinge door. All exterior hinge doors should be solid wood core con-
struction or be metal clad. Never install a door meant for inside use on the outside of a home.
These doors are usually hollow inside, or made of inferior materials and are not a proper deter-
rent to a break in.

Doors made of wood panels, or those with glass panes may be aesthetically appealing, but
they are not as safe as solid doors because the panels or glass panes are easily broken.

If the hinges on your door are exposed, and they probably are (this is a hurricane rule in
Monroe County), non-removable hinge pins should be used to prevent removal of the door. Drill
two holes opposite each other in the center of both leaves of the hinge, then insert a headless
screw or nail into the leaf on the door frame side. Allow the screw or nail to protrude ’2". The
screw will engage the other hinge leaf when the door is closed.

Sliding Glass doors can be a safety hazard because they are easy to lift off the tracks and re-
move. To make such a door safer, use track screws, installed in the upper track of the door. The
frame or the door should just clear the heads of the screws making it impossible to lift the door
up. This leaves the criminal only one option, breaking the glass, which takes time and makes
noise and will usually deter the average burglar.

Jalousie doors are poor security, and should be covered with heavy gauge expanded metal
mesh, bolted to the door with carriage bolts.

With double doors, the inactive door can be adequately secured by installing cane bolts /2"
diameter x 12" long on the top and bottom of the door.

No matter what type of door is used, it will not be an effective deterrent to break-ins without
a sturdy lock.

The lock on a door knob is simply a privacy device, not an effective lock. The Sheriff’s Of-
fice recommends a double-locking dead bolt on the door, one that uses a key on both sides.
When someone is at home, the key should be kept either in the lock on the inside, or hanging
somewhere nearby to ensure a quick escape in case of fire. Make sure the key does not hang near
enough to a window or a pane of glass for a burglar to reach inside and get it.

The only time a double locking dead bolt is not recommended is if there is someone in the
house incapable of unlocking it quickly in an emergency, such as a small child or handicapped
person.

There are several other features a good dead bolt should have. Look for a one inch throw
with a one eighth inch roller pin inside to prevent burglars from cutting through it. The lock
should have a free turning cylinder guard around the key hole and one-quarter inch heat treated
retaining bolts through the door to hold the lock on.

A 180 degree see-all viewer, commonly known as a peephole, is another safety device to in-
clude in a solid door. It will give a full view of anyone coming to the door, even if the person is
standing to the side out of the normal line of sight.
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Windows

Many homes in Monroe County were built in the days when crime was virtually
non-existent in the keys. In those days, it was important simply to have a comfortable place to
stay cool during the steamy tropical days and nights.

In many homes, staying cool meant installing jalousie windows. These windows take full
advantage of the breeze constantly blowing on our beautiful islands. Unfortunately, jalousie win-
dows also create a great opportunity for burglars. It is very easy for someone to remove several
of the glass panes, and gain quick entrance to a home. Even if there is an inside screen, it is sim-
ple work to slit it with a knife, or remove it to get in.

If a home has jalousie windows, the owner should consider replacing them with a different
type of window with non-removable panes of glass. There are several different varieties which
are much safer than jealousies, and relatively easy to install.

A burglar typically does not like to make noise which may attract attention. If he has to
break the glass in a window to gain entrance to a home, he will probably move on to another
home that is easier to break in to. It may initially cost money to replace the windows, but in the
long run, it will save both personal belongings and provide peace of mind.

Outside the home

Living in the lush tropical climate of the keys, it is very easy to let a home become over-
grown with beautiful palms, vines and other local plants and trees. This may be a nice way to
protect privacy. Unfortunately, this can also increase a home’s risk of burglary.

Allowing bushes and trees to grow on the borders of the property, or in front of windows
will not only hide private activities from view, it will hide a burglar’s activities from view as
well. Thieves can crouch behind these bushes and easily remove a window pane, gaining access
to the inside of the home.

In addition, it makes it very difficult for sheriff’s deputies to check a home’s security while
they are on routine patrol. Deputies are constantly driving through Monroe County neighbor-
hoods day and night and checking for anything unusual, such as signs of a break-in or strangers
in the area. Allowing a home to become overgrown will not only provide a hiding place for
thieves, but will create an obstruction to these deputies trying to check safety and security.

To make sure bushes and trees are properly trimmed, go out into the street during the day
and look at the home as a burglar would. Are all the windows on the front and sides of the home
visible? Would a burglar be able to hide from someone driving by the house? If you feel safe
with the answer, your yard is properly trimmed.

Lighting

Another way to make it difficult for someone to break in your home, and easy for a patrol-
ling officer to check on it, is to install adequate lighting in the yard as well as inside your home.
A brightly lit yard at night is an undesirable yard for a stranger to enter if he is planning to break
in. A well lit home interior will also discourage a burglar by making him or her think someone is
at home.

A home owner can either install outside lighting, or call the local electric company for assis-
tance. Both City Electric System, and the Florida Keys Electric Co-op will install a street light on
private property for a small fee of approximately $7 per month. The electric companies also pro-
vide free maintenance for such lights.
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There are many types of yard lights to choose from. Traditional lights are mounted on the
outside of a home, or on a pole in the yard. They are manually turned on and off, usually in the
morning and the evening. These lights work well, except when a homeowner goes on vacation.
Then, they must either be left on or left off either way, it makes it easy for a burglar to tell you
aren’t home.

This is where timers for lights come in. It is relatively easy and inexpensive to buy timers
for yard lights that will turn them on and off when you aren’t at home. The Sheriff’s Office
highly recommends you have timers on your yard lights.

Another option in yard lighting is installing motion detector lights. Motion lights are yard
lights that come on when their sensors detect body heat or motion nearby. This can be useful for
several reasons: if you come home at night after dark, the lights will automatically come on
when you approach; and, if a burglar enters what appears to be a dark yard, the lights will sud-
denly come on, scaring him or her away.

If you are an energy conscious person, most hardware stores market solar lights for the yard.
Most of these lights will store enough energy during the day from the sun to stay lit for up to
eight hours during the night.

In any case, lighting your yard is a must for a safe and secure home. Once you get lights in-
stalled, turn them on at night and go out to the street. If you can see most areas of your lawn, par-
ticularly around the home’s windows, you have a well lighted yard.

House numbers

Many people don’t realize how important it is to put visible house numbers on their homes.
Posted addresses are not only used by the United States Post Office to deliver the mail, they are
also crucial for law enforcement, fire department or ambulance personnel trying to locate a house
in an emergency.

In the Florida keys, it is common to hear people give their official address as the second
from the last house on a certain street. While this may sound quaint, it can make it extremely dif-
ficult for someone trying to locate the house in a hurry. If possible, obtain a numerical address
for your house by going to the local branch of the United States Post Office and asking the post-
master to provide one.

To make it easy for the sheriff’s office, or other emergency personnel to respond in an emer-
gency, put house numbers in a prominent and visible place. Having house numbers on a mailbox
is important, but the mailbox is not always in a good spot for quick viewing.

When purchasing the numbers, make sure they are four to six inches high, and a contrasting
color to the background color of the building.

Remember, post office personnel are not the only ones who need to find a house. For safety
and security, make sure an ambulance, fire truck, or sheriff’s deputy can respond to the correct
location quickly in an emergency.

Dogs as a deterrent

There are many things that can make a home structurally more secure against burglars.
Alarm systems, secure windows, and top quality dead bolt locks are just a few relatively easy se-
curity devices that can be installed for added safety.

One of the most effective deterrents, however, really doesn’t have anything to do with the
actual structure of a home. A dog will often scare away even the boldest of thieves. Not many
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burglars will risk being bitten by a dog and, best of all, a dog will let a home-owner know when
strangers approach the house.

There are just a few precautions an owner must take if a dog becomes a part of home secu-
rity. Make sure the dog is kept safely inside the yard. This can be accomplished by either a fence,
or by chaining the dog. If the dog goes outside the yard, remember Monroe County does have a
law requiring the dog to be under someone’s control at all times.

In addition, post your property with a “beware of dog” sign to let delivery people and meter
readers know of the potential danger of entering the yard.

Dogs are not only a great way to keep a family secure, but they can be a wonderful addition
to the family as well. And remember, a local animal shelter has many nice pets just waiting for a
good home.

Burglar alarm systems

A well-installed, properly utilized electronic security system can result in peace of mind for
a family while also making a home highly burglar resistant. It will not, however, make a home
burglar proof.

Before buying a system check on the reputation of the manufacturer. It’s a good idea to ask
for a list of current or recent customers and contact them for their opinion of the company’s
product.

Find out if the system causes a substantial number of false alarms and make sure it has bat-
tery back-up power so it works during power outages. Criminals in general, and burglars in par-
ticular, often increase their efforts during outages because they are less likely to get caught.

If possible, find out the education and experience of the company’s installers. Ask if the
company offers assistance in getting reduced insurance premiums, and if there is a warranty and
maintenance contract for the system. A reputable company should provide both. Contact at least
two or three companies and compare their systems and prices before deciding to purchase one.

It should be noted that continued false alarms can result in substantial fines to homeowners
in Monroe County.

Don’t be an easy target

All the security information and equipment in the world will do no good if a homeowner
does not follow several important safety rules:

v Don’t hide a key around your house. A burglar knows where to look, and may find the key
no matter where it is hidden. As an alterative, consider giving an extra key to a trusted
neighbor.

v Don’t put any personal identification on key rings. This way, if keys are lost or stolen, they
cannot be traced to a residence. As an added precaution, if keys are lost or stolen, change
the cylinders in the locks immediately.

v Don’t leave windows open when you are not at home, even if you are only leaving for a
short while. An open window is an open invitation to a burglar to come in and help him-
self.

v Don’t leave valuables in the open. This is a needless temptation to anyone casing the house
for a burglary. It is easy to put valuables away in a drawer or cabinet.
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v Don’t leave the doors unlocked or open, even if leaving for just a little while. Again, this is
just asking to be burglarized.

v Make sure all tools, and ladders are put away. Everything should be stored in a locked ga-
rage or tool shed. Tools can be worth a considerable amount of money and can be easily
taken if not locked up.

v Tools can also be used to facilitate entry by a burglar. A simple screwdriver or hammer
can be used to pry open or break a window or door. A ladder close at hand makes it easy
for a burglar to climb to a second story window, on to a balcony or even the roof where it
may be easier to break in.

v" At night, leave yard lights on. A light makes it difficult for someone to break in through
doors or windows without being seen by neighbors or deputies patrolling the neighbor-
hood.
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Fire Safety

The United States has one of the highest fire fatality
rates in the world, with 2.3 deaths for 100,000 people. In
1997, 417,000 residential fires killed 4,035 people, in-
jured 19,000 and caused $5 billion in damages.

It is important for an individual or a family to have an
up-to-date workable fire escape plan. Fire experts warn if
a home catches fire, there is only two-to-five minutes to
get out alive. Perhaps less if the residence is a mobile
home.

How to plan for escape from a house fire:

v' Sketch a floor plan of your home and designate two ways out of each room if possible.
v Make sure each sleeping area has a smoke detector nearby.

v Close all bedroom doors while asleep. If a fire should break out, closed doors will help
slow its spread.

v During a fire, place your hand on a door before opening it. If the door feels hot, go to the
alternate escape route.

v If the fire is in your room, crawl to the safer of the two escape routes.
v Smoke rises; keep your head low where the air is cleaner and clearer.
v Have a flashlight at each bedside to light the way in an escape.

v’ Designate an area outside the home where all family members will meet immediately after
leaving the home during a fire.

v Make sure all family members, especially the children, are familiar with your fire plan and
know what is expected of them.

v' A “fire drill” should be run periodically, similar to those conducted in schools and govern-
ment buildings.

Fire Equipment for the Home

There are several pieces of fire safety equipment every home should have, and every per-
son living in that home should be versed in the use of the equipment.
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Fire Extinguisher

Every home should have an easily accessible fire extinguisher. It does
not need to be a large one—a small one should suffice. The extinguisher
should be used on small fires that have not reached life threatening propor-
tions, such as grease fires on the stove or accidental trash fires inside or out-
side the house.

In order to maintain the safety and effectiveness of the extinguisher, it
should be periodically serviced and inspected by your local fire department.

Smoke Detector

Another very important—indeed vital—piece of fire prevention equip-
ment is the smoke alarm. Smoke alarms can be very inexpensive, and they
will save your life by warning you of smoke in the house—and as the say-
ing goes, where there is smoke, there is fire.

In order for the alarms to be effective, they must be placed in all areas
of the house, such as hallways near the bedrooms, in the kitchen area, and in
the living room or family room. They must be periodically tested and batteries should be re-
placed about every six months. Most alarms are equipped with a button or a light which lets you
know if your alarm is working.

il (1110 1y

Other Precautions

v/ If you live in a multi-story home, make sure the upstairs bedrooms are equipped with a
way out—such as fire escape ladders for windows in the rooms.

v Once your fire prevention equipment is up to date, take a look around your home for fire
hazards.

v’ Is there anything hanging too close to your stove, which might be flammable?

v Do you keep flammable liquids around the house, such as paint, paint remover, or gaso-
line?

v" Are your matches or lighters stored out of children’s reach?

Use common sense, and don’t invite a fire—it could be extremely hazardous to your health.
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Crimes to Your
|I| Home and Property

What happens if, despite all your prevention efforts, you still
become a victim of a burglary, or other property related crime?
First, try not to panic. Get to the nearest phone, and immediately
call the Sheriff’s Office emergency 911 line. It is important for you
to remain calm so you can effectively communicate with both
Sheriff’s dispatchers and with Sheriff’s deputies when they arrive.

f
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Burglary and Vandalism

|f you come home to find your home has been vandalized or burglarized, do not go inside or
disturb anything on the premises. If you went inside before realizing a crime had been commit-
ted, leave immediately and try to remember anything you may have touched or moved inside,
and inform deputies of it when they arrive.

What to do if confronted by a burglar

What if you come home to find a burglar inside the house?

The basic rule when confronting a burglar is: cooperate. A burglar frequently lives in
fear—of the police, of others, and of himself. Despite the tough-guy role he plays, he’s tense,
desperate, dangerous and often high on illicit drugs.

Don’t confront him and don’t try to stop him. Assume he is armed and potentially violent. A
crowbar, a knife, a screwdriver—typical burglar tools can be just as deadly as a gun if the bur-
glar feels trapped or endangered. Don’t excite him, threaten him or argue with him. Cooperate in
any way you can.

Stay calm and memorize what he or she looks like. When the burglar leaves the house, try to
see his or her direction of travel. Then, call 911 immediately.

Some people might say this is the coward’s way out. Remember, a burglar is often armed,
young and strong, and may be desperate or on drugs. By following the above strategy, the victim
stands a good chance of getting out of the situation unscathed. If a victim resists, he or she stands
a good chance of being killed or seriously maimed in the course of trying to save some of his or
her property.

Common Property Crimes

Trespassing

You have the final say over who you will allow on your property. However, before the
crime of trespassing has occurred, you must first warn the person not to enter, or remain on your
property and the warning must be ignored by that person.
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There are three ways to communicate your message of No Trespassing:

1. You, the property owner, personally must warn the individual he is not allowed to enter,
Or remain on your property:

2. Your agent personally must warn the individual he is not allowed to enter or remain on
your property;

3. You must properly post your land with visible prominent signs saying No Trespassing.

If someone comes onto your property after a warning, they are trespassing. Call the Sheriff’s
Office. If the trespasser is still on your property when the deputy arrives he will be arrested. If
the trespasser has left, the deputy will forward a report to the State’s Attorney for issuance of a
warrant or summons.

Littering/lllegal Trash Dumping

If you see someone littering on public or private property call the Sheriff’s Office immedi-
ately. Call 911 if the amount dumped is a large one, and if the dumping is in progress at the time
of your call.

Trash can only legally be discarded in trash receptacles or in the county landfill. If the
amount of trash exceeds 500 Ibs. or is dumped by a commercial establishment, or is hazardous
waste, a felony has occurred and the deputy can arrest immediately. Also, any vehicle used in
committing this crime may be confiscated.

If the amount of litter is less than 500 Ibs. the crime is a misdemeanor. Call the Sherift’s Of-
fice, anyway! The deputy will take a report, investigate, and seek a warrant or summons from the
State Attorney.

Disturbing the Peace

In essence, if anyone commits an act that disturbs your peace, it is a crime, however the
courts reserve the right to determine what is a reasonable disturbance and if a crime has oc-
curred.

If you feel your peace is being disturbed call the Sheriff Office. The deputy will advise the
disturbing party of your complaint. If the disturbance continues the deputy will take a sworn
statement from you regarding why your peace is disturbed, investigate, and forward the case to
the State Attorney.

To aid in prosecution, it is recommended you have some type of evidence. A tape recording
of the noise, videos of a fight or photos of disorderly conduct are good examples. This could help
the court with its decision.
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Holiday and
Vacation
Safety Tips

A ) J4 "‘ﬁ' There are special occasions that call for special safety

' "\ ) rﬁﬁ measures. During holiday times, there are special safety con-
' siderations you should keep in mind and when you or your
family go on vacation, you must be extra careful to make your
home and property safe and burglar resistant.

Christmas Decorating Tips

Having a live Christmas tree is one of the nicest things about
the Holiday season. The smell of pine has become a symbol of
Christmas. A live tree can be a hazard, however, if not cared for
properly.

Buy a tree stand with a good sized water reservoir and keep
plenty of water in the stand. In addition, use an additive for the wa-
ter to keep the tree green and in good condition. A dry tree can be a
fire hazard. ( —-'):)

Also remember to turn off the Christmas tree lights when not in
the room, especially at night when sleeping, or when the house is unoccupied. There have been
instances of tree lights getting too hot, or shorting out and catching the tree on fire.

If candles are a part of a home’s decorations, follow the same rules. Put out the candle
flames when no one is in the room, and make sure the candle is sitting on a non-flammable sur-
face, such as a large plate. Incidentally, the use of lighted candles is strongly discouraged.

Christmas presents are a integral part of the holiday, and unfortunately they are also a temp-
tation to burglars. Don’t keep presents underneath the tree where they might be visible from a
window to someone passing outside. Hide them out of sight until Christmas morning, so you
don’t wake up and find them gone before you have a chance to open them.

Play it safe—and have a happy holiday.

Halloween Safety

Halloween is a special time for children, but children don’t always know what is and is not
safe. If your children are trick or treating on Halloween, there are several tips to follow for their
safety.
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v Make sure they wear light colored costumes with plenty
of reflective tape so they are visible to cars and trucks.

v Have them go while it is still light outside.

v They should be accompanied by an adult, or an older
brother or sister.

v' They should never enter a stranger’s house even if invited.

v' They should not sample candy given to them until it has
been checked by an adult for possible tampering.

v" Check with area hospitals to see if they offer free X-raying of treats on Halloween.

v’ Notify a deputy if suspicious or harmful items are found in your child’s collection of
treats.

v’ They should stay away from homes with dogs loose in the yard.

Having a Halloween party is a good alternative to the tradition of trick or treating. It gives
kids an opportunity to have a good time in a supervised and safe atmosphere.

Vacation Safety Tips

When going on vacation or out of town for any reason:

v Don’t publicize vacations ahead of time. Burglars watch
for newspaper accounts.

v Notify the Sheriff’s Office of your plans, and fill out a
“premises-check” form, available at the nearest Sheriff’s
Office Substation. Deputies will keep an eye on your
house when they are in the neighborhood.

v Stop deliveries of mail and newspapers or ask a friend to
pick them up while you are gone.

v’ Arrange to have the lawn mowed.

v’ Leave information on where you can be contacted in an emergency with a trusted neighbor
and ask them to keep an eye on the house.

v Give your house a lived in appearance. A residence that presents a lived in appearance is a
deterrent to burglars.

v Have a neighbor occasionally use your garbage cans.
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v/ Put automatic timers on several lights and a radio. Set them so they will turn on and off at
random times in different rooms—especially the bathroom.

v Don’t leave lights on 24 hours a day.
v Leave drapes in a normal position to maintain a lived in appearance.
v' Turn the bell on the telephone down to low.

v Have a neighbor park in your driveway or in front of your house.
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Child Safety

Friendly strangers can be dangerous strangers. Strangers who
offer treats to children may be offering threats instead. Teach your
children what a stranger is and how to react to anyone they don’t
know well.

Play it safe

|t is normal and natural for children to spend time playing out of the sight of trusted and
caring adults. Keep trouble away from kids by teaching them to avoid areas and situations where
trouble might lurk. Here are some basic “play it safe” rules for children.

v’ Never play in deserted areas such as the woods, a parking lot, an alley, deserted buildings
or construction sites.

v" Always stick to the same safe route to and from school or a friends
house.

v’ Always try to play or walk with friends. It’s safer and more fun!

v Never play or “hang around” in such public areas as washrooms or
elevators.

v Try to wait with a friend for public transportation. Try to sit near
the bus driver.

v’ Always keep doors and windows locked when home alone.

v Never show money in public. Carry money only if necessary and keep it in a pocket until it
is needed.

v Never hitchhike. NEVER!
v Never walk or play alone outside at night.

v" Always tell a family member or other adults in charge where you’ll be at all times and
what time you’ll be home.

Teach children how to respond

H ow children respond to trouble will depend on their age and the
circumstances they encounter.

Teach children what to do and where to go when feeling threatened.
Children should understand there are many people they can depend on
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and should turn to when they feel unsafe. Teach them law enforcement officers are friends whose
job it is to protect them. NEVER use an officer as a threat, such as “if you don’t behave I’ll have
a police officer arrest you.” This only teaches a child to fear law enforcement officers.

If an officer can’t be located easily, a child should also know to seek out a trusted teacher, a
neighbor or a friend’s parent when frightened or feeling endangered. Children should know how
to report trouble right away.

Teach children how to operate the telephone to call for assistance at an early age. They
should know how to dial “911" for help. They should also memorize their area code and phone

number, a friend’s phone number and your work number. Keep a list of emergency phone num-
bers near all the phones in your house.
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Poison—Nothing
to Play With

One of the great tragedies of contemporary America
is that over half a million accidental child and adult poi-
sonings occur annually. The majority of the child victims
are between ages one and three and poisoning frequently
results in permanent damage or even death to a child.

It is unfortunately true that poisoning can occur in
even the best run and most safety conscious homes. The natural impulse is to act at once. But it
should always be remembered the wrong treatment is often more dangerous than no treatment! It
is, therefore, recommended you call your doctor and/or the Florida Poison Information Center at
1-800-282-3171 at once for the best advice.

Following are some poison prevention tips that will help make your home “poison resis-
tant”:

v Lock up all medicines. If possible, keep them in child resistant packaging.
v Don’t take medicine or vitamins in front of children.

v Don’t call medicine candy.

v Read and heed directions and caution labels.

v’ Never take medication in the dark, where you are not able to read the label.
v’ Avoid bringing unnecessary toxic substances into your home.

v’ Store cleaning supplies out of sight and reach of children.

v’ Don’t store medicines, cleaning agents, or pesticides near food.

v Keep all products in their original containers.

v' Clean out old, outdated medicines regularly and flush them down the toilet.
v Know the names of poisonous plants in your immediate environment.

v Never mix cleaning products or chemicals.

v" The most important tip of all: teach your child to “Ask first”!

For poisoning emergencies and information, call the Florida Poison Information Center, lo-
cated in Miami at the University of Miami/Jackson Memorial Medical Center. The Statewide toll
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free number is 1-800-282-3171. Emergency calls are answered by nurses, pharmacists and physi-
cians who are nationally Certified Specialists in Poison Information.

r N
L_.w;.—d

POISON
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CAUTION

»

Firearms Safety

Thousands of people (many of them children) are
killed annually in the United States by firearms being used
or stored in an unsafe manner. The bottom line in firearms
safety is:

Know how the firearm operates

Always follow safe handling procedures

Secure and store the firearm and ammunition properly.

If everyone went by the following basic safety rules, there would be a great reduction in the
number of firearm accidents in this country.

v’ Treat every firearm as if it was loaded. Never assume it’s unloaded until you have opened
the action and checked it yourself.

v" Always point the firearm in a safe direction so if it is discharged it will not cause injury or
damage.

v Be absolutely certain the firearm is safe to operate and only use the correct ammunition. If
there is any question as to the condition of the firearm or ammunition, consult a gunsmith
or other qualified person before using.

v" Always secure a firearm and store it and ammunition separately. Never leave a firearm un-
attended.

v Never under any circumstances handle or use a firearm while using alcohol or drugs.

v Continually keep in mind most children regard firearms as toys and will play with them if
given the opportunity.

v/ Remember transporting a firearm by airplane is subject to federal as well as airline regula-
tions. Contact appropriate airline personnel before you fly to find out exact requirements.

Remember, it is your responsibility as a firearms owner or user to know and obey all laws
concerning firearms. You will be held responsible under the law if a child is hurt because you
failed to properly secure your gun. The Sheriff’s Office highly recommends attending a gun
safety course offered at a reasonable cost by several gun dealers and gun clubs in Monroe
County.
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- Bicycle Safety

\ When riding on a street or highway, bicycles are subject

‘ to the same laws as motor vehicles. Before riding a bicycle, you

should be aware of those rules and laws.

One law often violated by bicyclists is riding the wrong
way on a one way street. Under Florida law, directional signs
on streets must be complied with by both motorized and by
pedal powered vehicles.

Bicyclists must also obey other traffic signs and lights. A bicycle must come to a full stop at
stop signs, and must stop at red lights until the light turns green. When a bicyclist is stopped at a
stop sign or traffic light, he or she must wait in line with all the other vehicles that are stopped.
Passing cars on the right hand side and riding to the front of the line is against the law.

Bicycles, like cars, must yield the right of way to pedestrians in cross walks. If a bicyclist
rides on the side walk, he or she must yield to pedestrians, and must give an audible warning sig-
nal when approaching from behind.

Two people may not ride on a bicycle, unless the bike is made to carry two people. An adult
may carry a small child in a backpack or sling or in a child seat properly fixed to the frame of the
bicycle.

After sunset, a bicyclist is required to have a white headlight on the front, visible from a dis-
tance of 500 feet. The bicycle must also have a red taillight or reflector visible from 600 feet
away. Hand held flashlights do not count as headlights under the law.

Wear that Bike Helmet!

The Sheriff’s Office would like to remind you that beginning January 15t, 1998 law en-
forcement officers in Monroe County started issuing non moving traffic citations to bicycle rid-
ers and passengers under 16 years of age who are not wearing properly fitted and secured bicycle
helmets meeting nationally recognized standards. This includes children riding in a trailer or
semi-trailer attached to a bicycle. The fine for this violation is $23.00.

The new law also prohibits a bicycle from carrying more people than it was designed to
carry. Passengers under four years old, weighing 40 pounds or less, must be secured in a carrier
designed to hold a child that age and size to protect the child from moving.

Some other points to remember while riding a bike:

v Under Florida law, a bicyclist may not hang on to another moving vehicle while on a road-
way.

v" A bicyclist traveling at less than the normal speed of traffic should ride as close as possible
to the right hand edge of the road.

v" A bicyclist should keep at least one hand on the handlebars at all times.

v Under Florida law, bicyclists may not ride more than two abreast on roadways.
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v  Bicycles are often hard to see, and riders must be extra careful to watch over their own
safety. By the time someone else sees a bike, it is often too late.

v If you are caught violating Florida law, the fines for moving traffic violations can be sub-
stantial.

v" A bicyclist must not wear a headset, head phones or other listening devices (other than a
hearing aid) when riding. Wearing such devices blocks out important sounds needed to de-
tect the presence of other traffic
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Automobile safety
and security

' Auto burglary

When shopping, or driving your car on vacation take

care not to extend an invitation to those looking for an easy target.

Put packages and luggage in the trunk of the car, rather than in the front or back seat, so they
are not easily visible to potential thieves.

Also, remember to take the keys out of the car, and lock it. Most vehicle burglaries occur to
unlocked vehicles, and many cars reported stolen are those with the keys left in the ignition.

If shopping at night, park as closely as possible to the store, and park in a well lighted area.
This makes it safer when returning to the car and more difficult for someone looking for an easy
automobile to break in to.

How to avoid mechanical trouble

A car is a complicated mechanical instrument that sometimes breaks down when you least
expect it. In order to minimize the number of times you must deal with a broken-down car, there
are several things to remember:

v" Always check the oil every time you fill up with gasoline.

v" Check other fluids at the same time, if possible.

v Have your oil changed every three to five thousand miles.

v' Give your car a complete tune up every 20 to 30 thousand miles.

v’ Before getting into your car, check to make sure all tires are inflated, and all turn signals
and lights work.

v/ Be nice to your car, and it will usually be nice to you.

What to do in case of a breakdown

There are several precautions you should take if you have car trouble while on the road.
Some recommendations are:

v If possible, steer to a safe well-lighted and well-traveled area.

v' Put on emergency flashers and parking brakes.
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v’ Tie a handkerchief or a white cloth to the antenna.
v Raise the hood of the vehicle.
v Wait inside with the doors locked and the windows closed until police arrive to assist you.

If a pedestrian or motorist offers to help, don’t get out of the car. Roll down the window
slightly and ask the person to help by calling the police or tow service for you.

You should always have an inflated spare tire with you and a tire jack in case you have a
flat. Practice changing a tire at home at least once to make sure you are versed in the use of the
jack.

Also, keep a jug of water in the car in case it overheats, and keep a sign in the car that says
“Please call Police”, so you can put it in the window should you need help.

Purchasing A Vehicle Safely rpp A “\*&

Buy a used vehicle only if you see a
clear, authentic title. Check the Vehicle Identi- & &
fication Number (VIN) located at the base of

the windshield on the driver’s side. Does it look

tampered with? Does it match the VIN number on the title and registration? Check with a dealer
to see if it matches that style vehicle and a dealer will also tell you where other VIN numbers are
located on the body. Never leave your title, registration, or driver’s license in the vehicle. The ti-
tle should be kept in a safe place—it is as good as gold to a professional thief, and your registra-
tion should be kept with your driver’s license on your person.

Don’t Drink and Drive

Don’t drink and drive. Being drunk behind the wheel of a car is
against the law, and is extremely dangerous. Over half of the deaths and
serious injuries on our nations highways are due to someone drinking
alcohol, then driving a car.

It is unlawful in Florida for the driver or a passenger to have an
open container of alcohol in a moving vehicle.

When going out for the evening, or visiting with friends and relations, think before taking a
drink. Make sure there is a designated driver available to drive home before partaking of alcohol.
If a person drinks too much at a party, don’t let them drive. Find a place where they can sleep it
off, drive them home yourself, call a cab or take away the car keys. It may save their lives and
the lives of other people.

Car-Jacking

Everyone is vulnerable to car-jacking. Car-jacking is the taking from you, by force, of your
vehicle while you are in control of it. It can occur when entering, driving, or exiting your vehicle.
The car-jacker usually targets unlocked vehicles with unsuspecting drivers. Here are some tips to
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help you prevent a car-jacking from happening to you. But remember, if you are confronted by a
car-jacker and escape is not possible, give up the car. Don’t risk your life.

Preventing Automobile Theft

Auto-Theft and Car-jacking crimes are on the increase each year in Florida. With the rise
in Car-jacking, auto-theft is no longer just a property crime; serious injury and even death can re-
sult in a confrontation with an auto thief. But auto-theft is a crime of opportunity and can be suc-
cessfully prevented in the majority of cases. This can be done by following the prevention tips
presented here, and reducing the opportunity for an auto thief to victimize you!

Key Sense

Always lock your car and pocket the keys. The thief knows all your favorite hiding places
and many more. Never put personal or vehicle identification on your key tag, and if parked by a
valet, remove the car keys from the house/business keys.

Parking

The majority of vehicles stolen are from parking lots. Park in well-lighted lots and away
from dense shrubbery. Parking near building entrances and in clear view of passing pedestrians
is a good deterrent. If you need to leave the vehicle for a long period of time, a secured or pa-
trolled lot is your best defense. Park with wheels sharply turned left or right at curbs, making it
hard for the thief to tow it away. Never leave valuables, cameras, or purses in plain view inside
vehicle, they are a target for burglars and thieves alike.

Entering The Vehicle

When approaching or entering your vehicle be aware of the surroundings. Look for suspi-
cious people in the lot, someone hiding under the car, or occupied vehicles parked next to you.
Have your keys ready and do a walk around the car looking in the windows to make sure you are
alone. If the car is unlocked, open, or has been burglarized, do not enter - go for assistance im-
mediately. Once safely inside your car, immediately lock the doors and exit the parking space as
soon as possible. If approached by a stranger while parked, do not open the door or window and
sound the horn and drive away if you feel threatened.

Safety while driving

Plan your route, know your route and problem areas, and be aware of your surroundings at
all times. Keep car in good repair and full of gas — avoid fueling at night or when alone.

Do not daydream at stop lights, but scan the area for suspicious people. Leave room to ma-
neuver between your vehicle and the vehicle in front of you. Do not open doors/windows to
strangers.

Keep purse/wallets out of view and never on the seat next to you. Avoid curb lanes where
pedestrians are within reach of your vehicle.

If someone attempts to stop you, or causes an accident. observe the area before exiting the
vehicle. Keep in mind that this is sometimes a tactic used by Car-jackers to get you out of your
car so they can steal it. Dark, unfamiliar or isolated spots are not safe to stop and exit the vehicle
for any reason.
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Exiting Your Vehicle

Any time you prepare to get out of your car, you should first observe your surroundings be-
fore exiting. A person who is aware makes a difficult target.

Anti-theft Devices

Alarms, collars, ignition kill-switches, steering wheel locks, to name a few, are designed to
make the theft of your vehicle more difficult. They range from simple/inexpensive to elabo-
rate/expensive, but all work the same way by creating a delay time between when the attempt oc-
curs and when (or if) the thief leaves with your vehicle. They all add a little extra security to a
good prevention program, but should not be relied upon alone to safeguard your vehicle.
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Financial
Safety and
Security

The world is full of people who make a living off of stealing from others. They do this by
stealing money and valuables from homes, or by stealing money and valuables from people us-
ing illegal con games or scams.

Keep valuables in a secure place

What is the best alternative for keeping your valuables safe? Home safes are not a realistic
substitute for a bank safety deposit box for the storage of important, irreplaceable papers or small
valuables. They do have limited value, however, because they are usually fire resistant.

If a home safe is to be used for security, it should be heavy
(at least 250 pounds), highly fire and water resistant and im-
bedded in a concrete wall or floor. You should realize, how-
ever, even a mediocre safe cracker, given sufficient motivation
and time, will be able to crack it.

A much better solution to the storage of valuables is the
rental of a safety deposit box usually located in a bank, credit
union or similar institution. What should be kept in a safety de-
posit box? All irreplaceable or hard to replace documents, such
as wills, birth, divorce and death certificates, adoption, military
service or citizenship papers, investment certificates and other
corporate, government or court recorded documents should be kept in the bank box along with ir-
replaceable photographs or negatives.

Also, keep proof of ownership papers for house, automobile, boat, or airplane in the box,
along with documents relating to current leases, contracts, patents and copyrights.

It is also a good idea to keep an inventory list of all your valuable property in your deposit
box. To keep an effective inventory, you should participate in Operation Identification (see form
on page 52). This involves marking your valuables with your Florida Driver’s License number
using an engraving tool, or an invisible marker, available free of charge from the Sheriff’s Of-
fice. Then filling out the Personal Property Inventory List in this booklet, including the prop-
erty’s substantial value.

Avoid cluttering the deposit box with outdated insurance policies, canceled checks, old in-
come tax records, education and employment records, and canceled or outdated bank passbooks
and passports. These items should be stored safely at home.

)
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Telephone solicitation and fraud

Telemarketing fraud costs American consumers more than
$1 billion a year and victims stand little chance of recovering
their money. You should be alert until you are convinced you are
dealing with a reputable firm.

Some other advice on dealing with phone sales:

v Beware of unfamiliar individuals or firms calling from out
of state offering fantastic or irresistible bargains.

v Watch out for products, services or investments accompanied by come-ons like super valu-
able prizes or free cruise trips.

v’ Be suspicious of no-risk claims or iron clad promises of huge financial rewards.

v" Always resist pressure to act immediately before it’s too late. Telephone hustlers often in-
sist money be sent right away or you will lose out on the deal of a lifetime.

v Make it a rule to ask advice of a knowledgeable relative, friend, financial advisor or attor-
ney before investing your money.

v NEVER give out your credit card number over the phone to unsolicited callers from unfa-
miliar firms.

v Don’t fall for fancy mailing addresses or testimonials from hundreds of satisfied custom-
ers. This is no guarantee of reliability.

v’ Remember, when dealing with telemarketing solicitations, if it sounds too good to be true,
it usually is.

Financial solicitation requests over the phone are also something to watch out for. A large
number of requests for financial contributions are legitimate.

Without financial assistance, many organizations would be unable to help people who are in
need. There are, however, groups who falsely represent themselves as charitable organizations.

Anyone legitimately soliciting funds by phone should be able to answer six basic questions
to show they are legitimate:

v Are they registered with the Secretary of State Division of Licensing?
v Who benefits from this solicitation?

v How much of the money goes to overhead, administrative costs, etc.?
v How does the community benefit from the money I give?

v" Are you calling locally, and is there a local number where I can call you back?
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v’ Is there someone locally that I can call to verify this is a legitimate organization and re-
quest?

If the person calling can’t answer these questions to your satisfaction, then don’t send them
a contribution.

Con artists and scams

There are a great number of common scams used by criminals and con artists to take your
money and give nothing in return. Many victims of such scams are elderly people, but remember,
anyone can become a victim of such a crime.

One popular criminal operation is for a person to approach a homeowner offering to do
home repairs. The criminal than either asks for payment in advance for the work, or does a small
amount of work, then takes payment before the homeowner realizes all the work was not done,
or was done poorly. When someone like this comes to your door, ask for identification, local ref-
erences, and a license or other proof of his legitimacy before agreeing to the work.

If someone offers to sell you something at an unbelievably low price, don’t believe it! Many
criminals sell stolen property in this manner, and you can get into trouble for buying such stolen
property. Again, ask the person for identification, a license to sell the property, local references
or papers which would prove the legitimacy of the property before considering a purchase.

Investment schemes are also popular. If a person offers to invest your money for you, don’t
give him your money until you have investigated him and his investment ideas thoroughly.

If you think someone is trying to con you, call the Sheriff’s Office immediately and a deputy
will respond and investigate.
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How to Protect
Yourself from
Violent Crime

You can learn to protect yourself from violent crimes such as
robbery, or physical attacks. Here are some tips you should incor-
porate in your day to day life:

Be Streetwise and Safe

v Don’t walk alone if you can help it. Most violent crimes are directed against a lone victim.

v" Avoid walking in risky areas such as deserted streets, wooded areas, and dark alleys or
parking lots.

v/ Walk near the curb, on lighted streets at night, and against the traffic. Travel known routes.

v Never flash your cash in public - that’s just asking for trouble. Carry only the amount of
money you actually need.

v Never hitchhike! People who pick up hitchhikers often have ideas other than wanting to
help you.

v ALWAYS let someone know where you’re going and when you’ll return. If something
should happen to you, they’ll call for help when you don’t show up.

v’ Carry change in your pocket in case you have to make an emergency phone call to family,
a friend, or law enforcement. Remember that 911 calls are always free on pay phones and
cellular phones as well.

v Try to park your car in well-lighted places. Always lock it when you leave - and look into
and under the car before you get in to make sure you don’t have an uninvited passenger.

v' Avoid walking near doorways, shrubbery, and other dark places where someone might
hide.

v Walk confidently. Be alert - notice who passes you and who’s behind you.

v Keep your purse close to your body, covering the clasp or flap with your hand or forearm.
Don’t carry open purses without flaps. Keep your credit cards separate from your wallet.

41



v’ Carry a whistle or other noisemaker. If in trouble, use it! Call for help! Muggers usually
won’t hang around to see what happens next.

v Have your keys in your hand when leaving home or work. Not only will this save time
opening the door, but keys make an excellent weapon, if need be.

v If working late, try to have a friend or security guard escort you to your car.

v If you want to help a disabled vehicle, don’t get out of the car. Drive to the nearest
well-lighted area with a phone and call the Sheriff’s Office.

v Don’t pick up a hitchhiker under any circumstances.

v Don’t pull over for flashing headlights. An emergency vehicle or Law Enforcement Offi-
cer will have flashing red and/or blue lights.

v Be careful about your keys. Leave only the ignition key with parking or service station at-
tendants. That way you won’t run the risk that your house keys will be duplicated.

If you get into trouble, know what to do:

lf you’re being followed don’t go directly home. Instead drive to the nearest Sheriff’s sub-

station in your area, or to a hospital, or other public place.

Make sure to take a good look at anyone who is acting suspiciously, or who may be follow-

ing you. Review the suspect identification chart included in this booklet for important points to
pay attention to.

If your car breaks down, pull over. Put up the hood, turn on the flashers, and tie a handker-

chief to the antenna. Then get in the car, lock the doors, roll up the windows and TURN THE
ENGINE OFF. When someone stops, roll your window down just enough to ask them to phone
for help.

If you have a CB radio or cellular phone in your car, use it to call for help.
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Sexual Assault

The precautions on the following pages are meant to be
suggestions and guidelines. The prevention material presented
can reduce your chances of being sexually assaulted or in-
crease your chances of surviving a sexual assault.

There is no universal prescription for avoiding a sexual
assault. You can make yourself safer from attack by following
crime prevention measures, but if you are attacked, you will
have to decide which tactic will be most likely to be effective
depending on the situation, what type of person you are and
who you perceive your assailant to be.

In this chapter, victims are referred to as female and suspects as male. These types of attacks
make up the majority of the Sexual Assaults reported to law enforcement. Remember, however,
sexual crimes can take many different forms, including a man attacking another man, or a man or
woman attacking a child.

General Precautions

The rapist is looking for a person who appears vulnerable...one who is apparently inatten-
tive to her surroundings, is daydreaming or looks frightened and unsure of herself. So, keep alert
and walk with a purpose. Do not appear to be a vulnerable target.

Here are some other tips:

v If you are being harassed from a vehicle, turn and walk in the opposite direction. Try to
head for lights and people. To continue the harassment, the vehicle will have to turn
around to follow you.

v Don’t stop to give directions to a driver or pedestrian. However, if you feel you must,
maintain enough distance to prevent being grabbed and dragged into the car or an alley.

v Don’t hitchhike or accept a ride from a stranger. It is more than risky. It is dangerous.
Some rapists use their cars as a way to get a woman alone and, once you are in the car,
you’ve lost control of the situation.

v’ Be aware it is very risky to accept a ride home or an invitation for a late night snack from
someone you’ve just met.

v' Should your car be disabled in a shopping area parking lot, it is best not to accept help
from a stranger. Call a service station or the Sheriff’s Office.

v'If you are in the habit of using Laundromats or apartment house laundry rooms, plan to go
with a neighbor or friend. Avoid entering one alone if it is empty.
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What is Sexual Assault?

The Myths of Sexual Assault

Among the myths about sexual assault, several continue to prevail without basis in fact. Two
concern the victim, one the rapist.

According to one myth, the victim is always young and attractive. Unfortunately, movie and
television dramatizations have reflected this fallacy. The truth is there is no stereotypic victim.

Another myth asserts the woman provokes the attack. The truth is the rapist selects his vic-
tim on the basis of opportunity and initiates the attack usually selecting as his victim a female
who appears vulnerable and appears to be alone.

The belief that rape is an act perpetrated for sexual gratification is also a myth. Rapists often
have consenting sexual relationships but choose to rape both because they enjoy overpowering
and degrading their victims and as a vent to their feelings of hostility, aggression and inferiority.

Sex is not the motivating factor, only the chosen mode of expression.

The Reality of Sexual Assault

In reality, the crime of rape bears a closer resemblance to violent crimes such as robbery and
aggravated assault than it does to sexual intercourse of any kind. Every person is a potential vic-
tim of sexual assault. Victims range in age from small children to elderly persons.

The most vulnerable target is the woman alone, at any time of the day or night. Often the as-
sailant is someone you know either closely or by sight alone.

Usually the rapist is a man who is emotionally unstable yet deals with life on a day-to-day
basis in a reasonably normal and competent manner. According to the reported cases of sexual
assault, the assailant is often a friend, date, relative, co-worker or casual acquaintance.

Exhibitionists and peeping toms should be considered as potentially dangerous since these
acts may be a part of a fantasy which includes rape.

It cannot be emphasized too strongly that sexual assault is a crime of violence; rapists are
emotionally unstable persons who view their victims as objects to vent their hostility, aggression,
frustration or insecurity on. Sexual gratification is not a motive for their crime.

They wish to humiliate and degrade their victims, to make them lesser beings, and the fan-
tasy which they are acting out carries with it the danger of physical harm in addition to the act of
rape itself.

Where does this Crime Occur?

lt can and does occur virtually anywhere. The largest grouping of reported incidents occur
either in the home of the victim or the assailant.

However, it is important to be aware of all potentially hazardous areas: remote areas, vacant
lots, parking lots, garages, public parks, school campuses, on the street, beaches at night, alleys,
school playgrounds, deserted buildings, shopping centers, stairwells, and Laundromats.
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What to do if you are Assaulted

Your immediate concern will be obtaining proper medical and psychological help. This
help is available. To get help, immediately call the Sheriff’s Office whether or not you decide to
later prosecute. As soon as possible you will be taken to a local hospital.

Even though it may be your initial impulse, DON’T douche, shower, change your clothes or
disturb the crime scene. Be sure you don’t destroy any valuable physical evidence. Most victims
feel strongly about wanting the offender caught so he will not be able to harm another person.
Rapists are repeaters, but they also rarely retaliate against their victims.

Medical Treatment

Procedures differ among hospitals. Generally, you will be asked your name, date of birth,
brief medical history and perhaps some other general questions. You will first be checked and
treated for any visible physical injuries. If necessary, a complete internal examination will also
be performed by a qualified physician. This is to establish the extent of any injuries as well as
collect any specimen should you decide to prosecute. When appropriate, you will be offered
medication to prevent venereal disease or pregnancy.

Questioning

U sually, if your physical and mental condition permits, you will be asked to give a formal
statement as soon as possible after the medical examination.

The Sheriff’s Deputy will ask only questions which are relevant to the investigation. You
will be asked the details of the assault which will more than likely elicit very painful emotions.
These are necessary to establish all the facts of the case and will only be asked when you feel
you are ready to handle them.

What Happens Next?

Should you decide to pursue the prosecution process, the State Attorney’s Office will han-
dle the case. They will prosecute if they feel they have enough evidence for a case. Prosecution
is usually a long and complicated process. Remember you are not on trial, the defendant is. But
under the criminal justice system he is presumed innocent until proven guilty.

The state’s attorney will inform you of what to expect in the trial and may go over certain
questions again. The probability of conviction may vary depending on such things as quality of
evidence and your testimony. Most sex offenders are repeaters. Your decision to prosecute may
save others.

Help is available for victims with questions or doubts about prosecution from: State Attor-
ney’s Office, the Sheriff’s Office, and the Rape Victim Advocate’s Office.

Above all, remember there is no reason for you to feel guilt, shame or embarrassment. You
were the innocent victim and there are a great many people who are sensitive to your needs and
are anxious and able to help you.
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Possible Tactics to use if Attacked

No one can tell you what specific tactic to use, for what may have worked for one person,
may not work for you. You as an individual, must deal with the rapist as an individual. More-
over, you must take into consideration the time and place, for these will also have bearing on
your reaction.

A Diverting Noise

This is probably a tactic to use when you have advance warning of a situation. It is only use-
ful if there is someone nearby to hear the noise.

Sometimes screaming “Fire” or “Call the Police” (not “Rape” or “Help”) or blowing a whis-
tle may frighten away your assailant or call attention to your problem. But it may antagonize
him. Screaming could make him more angry and he may beat you or strangle you to keep you
quiet. You must weigh the odds, depending on the situation, of this tactic being successful.

Running

The risk is whether he can and will run faster than you and overpower you. Unless you are
reasonably certain you can get a good lead and reach safety before he overtakes you, this may be
a risky tactic.

Make sure you have a place to run where someone will help you. Keep in mind running
from him may be part of the rapist’s fantasy and it may make him more angry should he overtake
you.

Gaining a Psychological Advantage

This tactic can take many forms: going limp, sinking to the ground and eating grass, hiding
your face in order to stick your finger down your throat and cause yourself to vomit, making
yourself belch or even urinating on your attacker. Your own ingenuity is your best guide. Crying
might be effective in some instances.

Doing something he doesn’t expect may stop or delay him because the rapist wants to be in
control and finds it difficult to cope with something he hadn’t anticipated. Remember the rapist
is a con artist so you have to be extremely believable.

Talking

The key to this tactic, which can be successful in aborting an attack, is to speak calmly and
sincerely as one human being trying to reach out to another. Don’t beg, plead, cower or make
small talk. Many times this is what your assailant expects to hear and it may antagonize him fur-
ther.

Talk about something in which you are interested, something about which you can talk com-
fortably. It could be your pet, a movie you’ve seen, a book you are reading, or a recent death in
the family. Hopefully, this will make him see you as a individual offering concern and not as his
enemy. Make him see you are not an object to vent his anger on.

Try to reduce his rage by enhancing his ego. Don’t give a sermon. He may be trying to rape
you because it would give him great satisfaction to knock a moralizing female down. It is impor-
tant to reach him in a way which will break his fantasy and allow him to see you as an individual
(not an object) with honest feelings and concerns.
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If something you are saying is antagonizing him further, switch to another topic, as quickly
and smoothly as you can.

Fighting

When considering this tactic you should keep in mind all rapists have the potential for in-
flicting serious harm. This is probably the last tactic to try if all others have failed. If you begin
by fighting you will have little or no opportunity to try another way. You have already commit-
ted to your behavior.

You must be willing and able to inflict serious injury on your assailant. Surprise and speed
of reaction should be used to your benefit. If you use a fighting tactic which will not completely
incapacitate, you are probably going to be in worse shape. If you try to fight him and he has a
weapon, always assume he won’t hesitate to use it.

Even victims with extensive training in martial arts are not always successful with quick
chops or kicks to vital spots on the body. The struggle itself could arouse or further enrage your
assailant.

Remember, if you are going to fight your attacker use surprise and speed to your advantage.
The Monroe County Sheriff’s Office teaches a course in defensive tactics for women which spe-
cifically teaches how to incapacitate an attacker. For more information, call the Sheriff’s Office
Community Relations Division at 292-7116 or 1-800-273-COPS..
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Domestic Abuse

If Someone You Know is Being Abused

You may have a friend, relative or neighbor who is being abused. You may have witnessed
the violence, heard it, seen physical signs of it, or merely suspected it for various reasons. What
should you do?

v’ Ask direct questions, gently. Giver her ample opportunity to talk. Don’t rush into provid-
ing solutions.

v Listen - without judging. Abused women often believe their abusers’ negative messages.
They feel responsible, ashamed, inadequate, and are afraid they will be judged.

v Let her know that you support and care about her, that she’s not responsible for the vio-
lence, that only the abuser can stop the violence.

v Explain that physical violence in a relationship is never acceptable, at any time. There’s no
excuse for it - not alcohol or drugs, not financial pressures, not depression, not jealousy.

v’ Make sure she knows that she’s not alone - that millions of American women from every
ethnic, racial, and socioeconomic group suffer from abuse, and that many women find it
difficult to leave.

v Explain that domestic violence is a crime - as much of a crime as robbery or rape - and that
she can seek protection from the justice system.

v If she has children, reinforce her concern for them, letting her know that domestic violence
is damaging to children. In fact, you may want to reach out to support her children, and let
them know you’re there for them, too.

v Let her know that it is likely that, in spite of his promises, the violence will continue and,
probably, escalate.

v Emphasize that when she is ready, she can make a choice to leave the relationship, and that
there is help available.

v’ Provide her with information about local resources.

She may need financial assistance, or help finding a place to live or a place to store her be-
longings. She may need assistance to escape. Decide if you feel comfortable helping out in these
ways.

Contact your local domestic violence program yourself for advice or guidance.

If she is planning to leave, remind her to take important papers with her, such as birth certifi-
cate, passport, health insurance documents, etc.
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If she remains in the relationship, continue to be her friend while at the same time firmly
communicating to her that she and her children do not deserve to be in this violent situation.

If you see or hear an assault in progress, call the police. But because these assaults are often
dangerous, do not physically intervene.

As brutal as it sounds, more women are murdered by their husbands and boyfriends than by
strangers - a frightening and unacceptable statistic.

What happens when someone is arrested for Domestic
Battery?

When a “significant other” (husband, wife, boyfriend, girlfriend, life partner) is arrested,
he or she is held in jail until going to a First Appearance or bond hearing before a judge. At that
hearing, the judge will decide whether or not a bond will be required for release and the condi-
tion of the release, or whether the person arrested can be released under the supervision of
Pre-Trial Services. At this point, the criminal process has begun and the person who was arrested
is now known as the “Defendant”.

In order to make decisions about the defendant’s release, the judge will rely on input from
the arresting officer’s report, from Pre-Trial Services officers who have interviewed the defen-
dant and from the Victim Advocate who attempts to contact the Victim for their views on release
of the defendant.

Pre-Trial Services completes a criminal history check and contacts the victim to inquire if
the victim would be in fear of further violence if the defendant is released. The Victim Advocate
(working closely with the prosecutor) will also make contact with the victim to inform the victim
of the outcome of the hearings and offer any assistance the victim may need.

The judge will take into consideration what the State recommends, as well as the offices of
Pre-Trial-Services (who may or may not recommend that the defendant be released without bond
and under their supervision) as well as the Victim and the defendant’s attorney.

As a general rule the judge will issue a NO CONTACT Order upon the defendant’s release
from custody. This Order means that the defendant is prohibited from returning to the residence
and cannot contact the victim in any way. The No Contact Order will remain in effect for the en-
tire duration of the criminal proceedings, unless changed by the judge. In situations of extreme
danger it may be advisable for the victim to also obtain a Restraining Order, which will more se-
verely limit the defendant’s contact with the victim and family.

The Office of the State Attorney and the Victim-Witness Assistance Program will make ev-
ery effort to encourage the victim to come to their offices as soon as possible to meet with the
Assistant State Attorney and Victim Counselor who will be handling their case.

One of the most important aspects of the criminal prosecution of a domestic battery case is
to explaining our ”"No Drop” policy. This policy means that the State of Florida, not the Victim,
presses charges against the Defendant. The victim is not responsible for the case being prose-
cuted against the defendant. The Office of the State Attorney decides whether a defendant is
charged and subsequently taken to court for the crime of domestic battery. The case against the
defendant is not dropped unless the State finds that the charges are unwarranted (without legal
merit).
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Even though the victim’s input on any plea offer and sentencing is very helpful, the ultimate
decision as to whether a plea or sentence is acceptable belongs to the Judge. The Assistant State
Attorney will make every effort to contact the victim to discuss possible pleas and sentencing.

Prosecution of this type of case is generally between 4 to 6 months.
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Victim’s Rights

As a victim of a crime in the state of Florida you have
certain rights. You have the right:

v to be advised of your rights.

v’ to be told about crimes compensation and other ser-
vices available to you.

v to be informed, present and heard when relevant at
crucial stages of the criminal proceeding (and if incarcerated, the right to present written
statements.)

v to be advised of protection available to you as a victim or witness.

v to be notified of scheduling changes in criminal proceedings.

v’ to request and receive restitution from the offender.

v to have evidentiary property returned as soon as possible.

v’ to be assisted with employer and creditor intercession when you so request.

v to be provided other services such as transportation to court, translator services, etc. as
necessary and practicable.

Protection

lt is illegal under Florida law to intimidate or harass a witness. Statutes provide for various
charges that can be brought against those who intimidate or harass witnesses. If you are aware of
this type of activity, please report it to the Sheriff’s Office.

Victim Witness Assistance

For more information about Victim’s Rights, call Monroe County Victim/Witness Assis-
tance in Key West at 292-3400, in Marathon at 743-9471 or in the upper Keys at 852-7170.
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The Do-it-yourself Security Survey

The purpose of this security survey is threefold:

v To help prevent burglary
v To help prevent your property from being destroyed

v To help prevent fires in your home

1. Check doors and windows

U Do the doors and windows close tightly?
Q Do the locks work?
U Are the locks the proper ones for the door or window?

U Do the outside doors all have double cylinder dead bold locks installed? The cylinder must
measure a full inch when extended out from the door. The lock face on the outside should
be free turning, to prevent it from being wrenched off with a pipe.

U If the doors have hinges on the outside, are there nails or some other safety device in the
door frame to prevent the door from being removed from the outside? Sliding glass doors
are especially vulnerable. Check to make sure they can’t be easily removed or jimmied.

2. Check the outside of the house

U Are there bushes or trees too close to windows and doors?

QO Are the house numbers visible? They should be four to six inches high, in numerals not
letters, so they are clearly visible and readable to emergency personnel who may have to
respond to your home.

U Is the lighting around the house adequate? If the house is on a canal, is the boat or dock
area adequately lighted? Is the front of the home well lit so the house numbers are visible?
Any sheds or outbuildings should also be visible day and night, as should any possible ap-
proaches to the house through the back or side yards.

U Check to make sure there is nothing sitting around the yard that could be used as a weapon
or a tool to break into your home. Don’t help a burglar break in by leaving a ladder out and
available.

3. Check your smoke detectors

U Is the location good? They should be located near the kitchen area, near the living room
and near all bedrooms in the house.

U Do they work properly? Replace the batteries at least every six months and check their op-
eration periodically.
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Operation Identification Record

Valuable property should be marked with an electric engraver or any sharp etching tool with
your Florida Drivers License number. If you are not a driver, you can obtain an I.D. Card and
number from any Division of Drivers Licenses Issuing Station. Avoid marking on removable
parts such as lids, doors, plates, etc.

Items which cannot be marked, antiques, china, coins, etc. Should be photographed in color
with the owner’s identification. A complete description of the article should be written on the
back of the photograph.

Suggested items for marking: bicycles, televisions, stereos, computers and related equip-
ment, cameras, appliances, sporting goods, power tools, lawnmowers, outboard motors. Credit
card numbers should also be recorded and kept in a safe place, along with other important papers

such as birth certificates, passports, ownership papers, etc.

Article

Manufacturer
and Model

Serial Number

Location Marked

Purchase Price
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